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Your Will, Your Story: How It Shapes What Happens Next 

Writing a will isn’t just about paperwork—it’s about love, care, and clarity. It’s the way you 
protect the people and memories that matter most. But what happens after you’ve signed that 
document? Let’s walk through the journey, from creating your will to ensuring your wishes are 
honoured. 

Step 1: Putting Your Wishes on Paper 

It begins with you—the testator. This is your chance to decide: 

• Who will receive the things you’ve worked hard for. 

• Who will carry out your wishes when you’re no longer here. 

Most people choose a trusted executor and seek guidance from a solicitor to make sure 
everything is legally sound. Two independent witnesses usually sign the will to confirm your 
intentions. This step isn’t just legal—it’s deeply personal. It’s about making sure your voice is 
heard, even when you can’t speak. 

 

Step 2: When the Time Comes 

After you pass away, your executor steps in. Their first task is to locate your will and obtain your 
death certificate. These documents open the door to the next stage: probate. 

 

Step 3: Probate – Turning Wishes into Action 

Probate is the court process that validates your will and gives your executor the authority to act. 
It’s a safeguard to ensure everything is done properly. 

During probate, your executor: 

• Collects and values your assets. 

• Pays any debts, taxes, and funeral expenses. 

• Prepares an inventory for the court. 

It’s a role of trust and responsibility—making sure your intentions are honoured and your loved 
ones are cared for. 
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Step 4: Sharing What You’ve Built 

Once obligations are settled, your executor distributes your assets according to your wishes. 
This might mean transferring property, settling investments, or passing on treasured personal 
items. It’s the moment where your legacy becomes real for the people you love. 

 

When Things Don’t Go as Planned 

Sometimes, a will is contested. This can happen if someone believes: 

• You weren’t of sound mind. 

• You were pressured or influenced. 

• The will wasn’t executed correctly. 

• They weren’t adequately provided for. 

If a challenge arises, the court steps in to decide what’s fair. These disputes can be stressful and 
costly, which is why clear planning—and open conversations—matter so much. 

 

The People Who Make It Happen 

• You (Testator): The storyteller, the planner. 

• Executor: The trusted hand who carries out your wishes. 

• Solicitor: The guide who ensures everything is legally sound. 

• Court: The referee when clarity is needed. 

• Beneficiaries: The loved ones who receive your legacy. 

 

Why It Matters 

A will isn’t just about dividing assets—it’s about protecting relationships, reducing stress, and 
leaving a legacy of love and clarity. When you plan ahead, you give your family the gift of 
certainty and peace during one of life’s hardest moments. 

 

Please refer to the Terms and conditions at www.mygoodwill.com.au .  Before acting on any 
information contained in this document, please discuss this with your legal advisor to check 
that it is suitable for your circumstances. The information is general in nature and should not be 
relied on as advice.  


